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                         Online Training a good Idea or Not 


Online Dog Training Yes or No.
What it can and can’t do
Virtual dog training is of very little use for dog parents who want to use this for training their dogs’ obedience, reinforce or fundamental training lessons, getting a quick answer to questions, or training lessons. It’s of no help during transition periods such as when you’ve just adopted a rescue or have moved to a new home. However, virtual training has some limitations when you have knowledge of dog training. Online training should not be used as a replacement for in-person training, especially in cases where the dog has behavioural problems.
Virtual training can be a tricky proposition, in certain cases with certain dogs, while trying to address very particular lessons or issues, but it can also quickly morph into a problem scenario. For example, often a client will hire a dog trainer to ‘fix’ a given issue, only to find out from the trainer that there are far different (and sometimes more complicated) issues at play than the person was previously aware of. As an example, a pet with food aggression, I can think of easily 5 or 6 reasons for dogs to have food aggression, if not addressed properly it can soon increase into bighting. Online training you would need to know exactly the reason and other factors, it really is not as simple as reading or watching a video, to fix. Virtual training generally doesn’t allow for the flexibility to address those types of issues.
It also makes the dangerous assumption that the dog owner has described the problem correctly, and ‘virtual teacher’ who has never seen or assessed the dog, is making the assumption that this is the correct training for this dog. Virtual training will never see the dog, and how the dog has responded to the training. All too often, positive dog trainers see clients who miss important signals in their dogs, and virtual training creates a situation where there’s not a qualified dog behaviour expert on hand to oversee the process. Virtual training can be considered for the most basic cues and language, such as “sit or giving the paw”. Where if the training is unsuccessful there has been limited damage to the dog. It should never be considered for building a dogs training, and definitely not for any kind of behavioural issues.
Conferences and consultations
Along with online dog training classes, virtual training can also encompass video conferences or consultations. At our website, you are able to see and have the opportunity to get some information into doggy behaviour, for example the bond between dogs and people, choosing a dog etc. If an owner is too far for us to consider a home visit, we may point them towards the right type of qualified positive trainer for actual sessions. We never give training advice over the phone or in fact by video conference. 
Because a conference or consultation is more one-on-one, than an online dog training course, it offers some additional benefits. “Most ‘virtual training’ sites seem to be focused on a static program that is almost always a one-way conversation, whereas the flexibility of a video consult obviously allows for the trainer and owner to interact directly and in real time.” So, I would not dismiss this form out of hand. 
A video consultation can be what you want it to be, or more importantly, what the trainer thinks would be most beneficial to you and your dog. It can include advice, ideas on how to solve issues, as well as tips and information. Generally speaking, a conference or consult is more advice-based than step-by-step training. During a video conference, expert trainers are able to assist with puppy issues, shelter dog rehabilitation, some behaviour issues, and many other dog-related questions.
By employing video conferencing, you have easier access to trainers, and therefore a wider support system, whether you’re a new puppy parent or a shelter dog adopter. This is especially important during the initial transition period when both you and the dog are getting used to each other. Video consults can be invaluable starter tools. Consults allow people to gain access to the most up-to-date information from a qualified professional and provide a great introduction to what they might expect from a one-to-one home visit. Also, in the event there isn’t a positive trainer in your area, having the opportunity to talk one-on-one about your issues or particular situation can be an invaluable direction to make sure you know what to look for in a trainer if you’re having to travel, or pay for a trainer to make a home visit, and what pitfalls to avoid when finding professional help.
As with virtual training classes, video consults and conferences shouldn’t take the place of hands-on training. “Video consults are much better as a continuing backup and refresher, rather than for starting the actual training process or for behavioural issues, they are a better tool if the trainer has been working with the client in person for a while. However, there is no substitute for having a trainer do an in-home visit where they can physically work with the dog and identify factors in the environment that might affect behaviour. That is impossible to do via a video or phone consultation.
Some owners spend an average of 32 hours a month online. Taking courses online and video links and online consultations. They also spend hundreds of pounds consulting with a trainer, asking for advice or viewing videos and courses. You can get a new dog on the right track, by finding a training class with a certified trainer in dog training and obedience. A little time spent with a trainer, behaviour consultant or canine psychologist. Can save a lot of heart ache, pain, and definitely save a pet’s life. By spending time at the onset, you will have the best opportunity to teach good behaviour and a positive attitude and have your pet fit into modern society. You should remember the new pet, is part of your family and will be there for a number of years. You would never think of not schooling a child, schooling a dog should be the same. 
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